Port of Tauranga’s role as a hub port is intensifying

News in brief

Customer profile:
Dominion Salt

Tauranga’s summer
of cricket under
the spotlight

Dominion Salt’s white mountains at
Mount Maunganui are a well-known
landmark near Port of Tauranga.
Dominion Salt’s CE

O, Shane Dufaur

New floodlighting at the Bay Oval in Mount Maunganui
allowed the Bay of Plenty to take a starring role in
international cricket over the summer.

Dominion Salt Chief Executive, Shane Dufaur, says
around 130,000 tonnes of raw salt is imported from
Australia or shipped north from Marlborough each year.
The plant at Mount Maunganui is one of two factories
Dominion Salt operates. The product is refined for
distribution around New Zealand or to one of more than
30 markets worldwide.

Six new LED light towers were switched on
in November 2017 thanks to sponsorship by
Port of Tauranga and other Bay of Plenty
businesses. Seating and other facilities were
also upgraded.

“Not a grain from the 36 metre high stockpiles is destined
for dining tables in New Zealand”, says Shane.
“Our exports have been growing at around 15% a year and
travel as far as Russia, USA and Saudi Arabia,” says Shane.
“But our key export markets are our closer neighbours in
Asia and South America and Australia.”
Passersby often wonder why the salt is kept outside.
Shane says leaving the salt uncovered allows rainfall
to form a protective hard crust that belies the salt’s
snowy appearance.
Any salt dissolved by rain is collected and used in the
manufacturing process.
Shane says the Mount Maunganui plant’s proximity to the
port allows for efficient importing and exporting as well
as access to key customers such as the pulp and paper
industry. Salt is a critical input into our nationally important
primary industries.
“Our relationship with, and proximity to, the Port of
Tauranga is an enabler,” says Shane.
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Log vessels bound for New Zealand stop to pick up unprocessed
salt and deliver it here before returning to Asia with their
log cargoes, while the well-established containerised trade
routes enable Dominion Salt’s export business.
The Mount Maunganui operation is complemented by
Dominion Salt’s solar sea salt plant at Lake Grassmere
in Marlborough established by industry pioneer George
Skellerup in the 1940s. His edict, now proudly engraved on
the monument at the site, states ‘I am doing this because
I have the chance, and I believe it is worth doing.’
“He was a real icon and his ingenuity lives on in our
company today,” says Shane.
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Celebrating 160 years at the Port
Four Port of Tauranga
staff have each recently
celebrated a rare
milestone – 40 years
working at the Port.
Paul Kleiss, Roger Croton, Barry Mouldey
and Dave Brambley all started work in
1977 or 1978 for the then Bay of Plenty
Harbour Board.
Paul Kleiss started work with the
Harbour Board as a fitter and held
roles in security, operations and on the
tugs before becoming an Operations

Serviceman until his retirement
in February 2018.
Roger started as a general hand in the
works department before becoming
a diver. He was seconded by the New
Zealand Government to dive overseas
for two years before returning to work
for the Port. Roger was also trained
to drive cranes and was a part-time
driver for 25 years. In 1990 he became
an Operations Serviceman, the role he
still holds today.
Barry Mouldey began his career as a
general hand. He moved on to master
the Harbour Board dredge before taking
on his current role as Pilot Launch
Master in 1988.

Dave Brambley also started as a general
hand. He worked his way to his current
position of Pilot Launch Master and has
been involved with many rescues over
the years.
Port of Tauranga Chief Executive, Mark
Cairns, says it is a privilege to have such
long-serving employees, who have borne
witness to immense change and growth
during their tenure.
“Their depth of knowledge, skills and
experience is impressive and we are very
grateful they have invested so much
time and energy in the Port’s success
over the years,” he says.

• Port people: Celebrating 160
years at the Port
• Port people: Our first
Environmental Manager
appointed
• Improving air quality in and
around the port

Port of Tauranga provides
link to high speed
international services
for shippers throughout
Australasia
Port of Tauranga’s role as
a hub port is intensifying
as New Zealand shippers
tranship containers
through the Port as a
means to access fast
international services.

Other major sources or destinations for
transhipped containers include North Asia
and the west coast of the United States.
The introduction of Maersk’s AC1 service,
which calls at Tauranga in between South
America and North Asia, has also seen
South America grow as a transhipment
source and destination.
Port of Tauranga Chief Executive, Mark
Cairns, says speed to market will be enhanced
further with news of reduced transit times
between Tauranga and South East Asia on
Maersk’s revised northbound service.

• EV the way of the future

Transhipped TEUs increased 47.6% in the six
months to December 2017, compared with
the first half of the previous financial year.

• Luxurious ocean liner stays
overnight in Tauranga

The biggest increase was in containers
to and from other New Zealand ports,
as well as Australia.

The weekly Triple Star service will provide
12, 13 and 14 day transits between Tauranga
and Kaohsiung in Taiwan, Hong Kong and
Shekou in China, transits previously taking
13, 16 and 17 days respectively.

New Zealand transhipment volumes
more than trebled. The largest source
of transhipped containers was Nelson,
followed by Lyttelton, Timaru, Port
Chalmers, Napier, Wellington and Auckland.

“New Zealand shippers can access these
fast, big ship services that call only in
Tauranga by utilising the sea links between
Tauranga and Timaru, Napier, Nelson or
Wellington,” says Mark.

• Port of Tauranga joins
Project Tauranga
• News in brief

The renovations meant more than a dozen
international fixtures could be played at the venue
during the season, making it the country’s busiest
ground. The worldwide television coverage even
featured the Port’s operations in the background.
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2018 scholarship recipients
announced
This year’s recipients of scholarships administered by Port of Tauranga
are studying in fields ranging from education to pharmacy.
The Port is involved with two scholarship schemes,
the Turirangi Te Kani Memorial and the Ngã Mãtarae
Charitable Trust programme.
The Turirangi Te Kani Memorial Scholarship has
operated for the past 28 years. The 2018 recipients
are first year students.
Congratulations to:
• Courtney Giles (science)
• Manaia Harawira (teaching)
• Mikaere Leef (law and social sciences)
• Wiremu Whare (engineering)
Three second year students have also had their
scholarships renewed:
• Isaac Dickson (engineering)
• Kayla Hika (health sciences)
• Kayla Waters (pharmacy)

The Ngã Mãtarae Charitable Trust was established in
2014 to promote the wellbeing of Tauranga’s harbour
following the capital dredging programme to deepen and
widen the shipping channels.
The Trust awards scholarships to students with ties
to Tauranga iwi, with three receiving scholarships in
2018, the scheme’s fifth year.
Congratulations to:
• Matariki Bennett (engineering)
• Ashlei McMahon (environmental management)
• Pia Bennett (social science)
And to second and third year students:
• Shaun McNeil (biochemistry)
• Nikaelah Tukaki (law)
• Shayden Rahiri (geography)
• Okeroa Waaka (science).
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The four hectare Totara Street facility was established
in 1973 and today produces high purity pharmaceutical
ingredients, agricultural nutrition supplements and a
myriad of industrial products.
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Rolleston freight hub expands

Proposed New Building
CODA Warehouse
5 Baltimore Drive
Port of Tauranga’s Property & Infrastructure Manager,
MetroPort Christchurch is set to Rolleston
expand
Dan Kneebone, says the construction is an exciting

with the construction of a new warehouse
for Coda Group.

Port for the Future
In April, Port of Tauranga celebrated
safety milestones with 12 months of
zero ‘lost time incidents’ and recordable
‘medical incidents’.

The new facilities at the Rolleston inland freight hub include
a 19,000 square metre warehouse with a 2,200 square metre
canopy, plus a 210 square metre office. They will be used
for container packing and distribution.

development for the hub, which is connected by rail to the
Timaru Container Terminal.
Local builders Calder Stewart won the tender to construct
the warehouse and earthworks are under way.
The new buildings are scheduled to open in early 2019.

This is a huge achievement and I
congratulate our team on their significant
contribution. As individuals they take
personal accountability for their own
safety and also for their workmates’ safety.

Luxurious ocean liner stays
overnight in Tauranga
The luxurious flagship of
the Cunard Line, Queen
Mary 2, stayed overnight
at Port of Tauranga in
March during its maiden
13-night cruise around
New Zealand.

Stormwater management is a current
priority, and there is a comprehensive
review under way to improve stormwater
quality.
We have also increased sweeping of the
log yards to ensure dust and debris is
prevented from entering the harbour.

Proposed new building at 5 Baltimore Drive, Rolleston

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

It was one of 83 cruise ship visits to Port
of Tauranga this season. The Port already
has bookings for 115 cruise ship visits next
summer, including seven visits by the giant
Ovation of the Seas carrying up to 4,900
passengers a time.

Self-confessed petrolhead and Chief
Executive, Mark Cairns, has purchased an
all-electric car as Port of Tauranga moves
to replace its operational vehicles with
electric or hybrid versions.
Mark says low carbon emission vehicles are quickly becoming
more easily available and affordable, and will be introduced as
older vehicles are replaced. Many of the Port’s straddle carriers
are diesel electric models, and its container cranes regenerate
their own electricity when lowering.
A fast charging station has been installed at the Port

The Port has installed a fast charging station which will
also be made available to customers visiting the Port by
contacting Reception.

The Queen Mary 2 d
 eparts Tauranga
Preliminary

Port of Tauranga’s annual Gibo’s Fun Fishing Tournament
saw some sizeable fish caught as well as cash raised.

Mark Cairns delivers the

a Hospice

pun
record donation to Wai

“Mauao is Tauranga’s identifying landmark,” says Mark Cairns.
“It is visited nearly two million times a year, including by an
increasing number of cruise ship passengers, and is held in
reverence by tangata whenua.
“As the Port of Tauranga, we want to help take care of it.”
Port of Tauranga will also help support a range of other grass
roots, community based projects in the city.

New wind fencing at Port of Tauranga’s
log storage yards at Hewletts Road in
Mount Maunganui will help prevent dust
annoying near neighbours.

Port of Tauranga has almost completed
sealing all wharf and cargo storage
areas and a second sweeping machine
is cleaning up any debris.
Another initiative is a trial of dust
suppression measures on bulk cargo
hoppers used for fertiliser, stock feed
and other potentially dusty cargoes.
The equipment on trial sprays a high
pressure mist at the top and bottom
of the hoppers to prevent fine dust
escaping. There are already wind
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One of the first programmes to be supported by the Port is
the maintenance of Mauao.

Improving air quality in and around
the port

limits for discharging bulk
cargoes and operations
are monitored by the Port’s
24 hour Customer Service
Centre to avoid nuisance.
“We’re very pleased to see
that dust complaints to the
council have steadily declined
in the past four years,”
says Port of Tauranga Chief
Executive, Mark Cairns.
“We will remain vigilant and
implement any new prevention
measures as the technology
becomes available.”
New fencing on Hewletts Road

Port of Tauranga’s first Environmental
Manager appointed
Port of Tauranga has
appointed its first
Environmental Manager
to help all areas of the
business to manage any
potential impact from
port operations.

Fishing funds for
Waipuna Hospice
The April competition, involving Port staff, customers
and suppliers, gathered a record $4,500 donation to
Waipuna Hospice.

Port of Tauranga is now an official
partner of Project Tauranga,
a Tauranga City Council platform
for businesses to invest in
community projects.

It is just one of the ongoing projects
to improve air quality in and around
the port.

E-vehicles the way of the future for
Port of Tauranga

Small changes can add up to a big
difference, and we will continue to work
across our business in search of better
outcomes. These efforts are supported
by our newly appointed Environmental
Manager, Joey McKenzie.

Mark Cairns

The Queen Mary 2, referred to as the
world’s last great ocean liner, is one of
the largest and most luxurious to ever
visit Tauranga.
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Elsewhere in this issue, we share our
efforts in improving air quality and
reducing energy use.

We are also seeing Tauranga grow as an
international hub port and we look at the
trends in container transhipment in more
depth in this edition of Portfolio.

“We really appreciate the understanding
and flexibility of our affected customers
prior to the visit, which went off without
a hitch and with minimal disruption.”
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I’m pleased to report that the first half
of the financial year saw strong growth
in most cargoes with total trade up more
than 13%. Log exports are high due to
international demand and record prices,
while imports increased more than 20%
in volume.

Port of Tauranga Chief Executive,
Mark Cairns, said the ship’s deeper
than usual draught meant some juggling
of other cargoes was required to
accommodate the Queen Mary 2 alongside
the Mount Maunganui wharves.
“We see this as an example of Port of
Tauranga’s can do attitude,” he says.

I am very proud of the safety culture
that has developed in our business
and want to replicate this success in
environmental excellence.
In this edition of Portfolio, we outline some
of the initiatives under way to enhance our
environmental performance. It’s something
you will hear us talking about more
frequently as we make use of the new
technologies available to reduce carbon
emissions, improve energy efficiency and
keep the harbour and city clean.

The 149,215 tonne cruise ship is 345
metres long and 62 metres above water.
She carries up to 2,700 passengers
and around 1,200 crew at up to 30
knots top speed.

Port of Tauranga joins

Joey McKenzie joined the
Port in January, bringing
significant previous
experience. Joey was most
recently with the Northland
Regional Council in a
senior role managing six
compliance officers.

Joey McKenzie brings a wealth of experience to our team

